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one has ever observed them. This 
in til probability, arises from the in- 
fluence of the season. 

I must conclude this essay with 
requesting, that what I iiave heie 
said may be considered, as it really 
is, an hypothetic explanation of well 
known facts. _ 

Some Observations mi the foregoing 
Pages. 

(1) The action of flying has a con- 
stant tendency to cause birds to as- 
cend, therefore unless counteracted by 
the disposition to remain at a certain 
height, a long continuance of flight 
will make birds arnve at that height 
where their specific gravity and ex- 
panse are most equally ballanced, 
and they fly with the greatest ease. 
This is probably the reason that in 
fine weather when larks are not in- 
duced to descend by showeis, that 
tljey asceud to great heights in the 
air. 

(2) The frogs (rana temporaria) of 
the ditches of Ireland, never 1 believe 
croak but in the early spring, prin- 
cipally in the evenings, when warm 
and moist, or it might be said alone 
when the wind is southerly. 

(3) As it is well known that the 
hygrometer indicates a considerable 
moisture being in the air before rain 
actually falls, may not birds feel this, 
and prepaie their feathers accordingly 
in expectation of rain ? Water.fow 1 
may be set to wash and dress them- 
selves at any time, by sprinkling a 
little water on them. 

(4) It is a well known fact that 
when hot moist weather (or what is 
commonly called sultry) prevails, in- 
sects are then most active, consequently 
give cattle on which they feed most 
trouble. But I cannot deny alto- 
gether that cattle may feel some in- 
fluence of this weather on their own 
bodies, as we know rheumatic pains 
are duiing the damp weather which 
precedes rain more acutely felt. 

(5) Pea-fowl like geese are accus- 
tomed to cry on bearing any noise, 
and during a thunder storm the Pea- 
cock never ceases to cry. 

(6) Most birds are troubled very 
much with Pediculi, and which either 
washing or tossing among their feathers 
eases them of in some degree. Buf- 



fon mentions that young pheasants 
soon become diseased and dte when 
they have not an opportunity of 
cleaning themselves among sand. 

(7) Swallows in all piobabllity take 
their flight high or low accoiding as 
the inserts fly high or low. But 
cianes, and indeed all birds in their 
migratory excursions rise to a con- 
siderable height where they are less 
disturbed in all probability by eddy 
winds. 

(8) The raven has a great variety 
of cries expressive of love, anger or 
fear ; but as they remain paired, the 
most common is the call for its as- 
sociate ; when a raven sits upon the 
decaying branch of a tree (its most 
particular choice) uttering its hoaise 
monotonous notes, it is the call of 
love, not of fear. Anger or fear is 
expressed much seldomer, and in a 
much quicker and sharper tone. 

(9) See Ob. 3. 

(10) See Ob. 3 and 6. 

(11) See Ob 5. 

(12). It is the constant practice of 
birds to sleep with their heads under 
their wings, it keeps that extremity 
warm during the cold nights, re- 
quires less constant action of themusclcs 
than when extended, and making their 
centie of gravitj very different, en- 
ables them to sit on the perch with 
less exeition of their feet to holdfast. 

(13) Toads make their appearance 
perhaps ofiener in moist than in dry 
weather, for the same reason that 
snails and earth worms do, because 
the moisture of their skins is not so 
soon exhaled. 

(14) bee Ob. 13. 'J 



To the Editor of tlie Belfast Magazine, 

" Tobrtng empiricism of any description 
under the lash of ridicule is one way of 
establishing the credit of legitimate sci- 
ence— therefme lie who laujrhs snrceflu- 
fiilly at quackery, deserves the thanks of 
society. 

Critical lieview of "Cony's dttector of 
Siiackery." 

SIR, 

A FEW years ago many persons, 
Xxwith good intentions and a per- 
seveiance (hat did them infinite honour, 
both by their writings and their con- 
versation, endeavoured to obtain, from 



